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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-second Report — “The Role Played by the Corruption and Crime Commission  

in Aiding the Security Operation During the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting” — Tabling 
MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [9.13 am]: I present for tabling the twenty-second report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission entitled “The Role Played by the Corruption and Crime 
Commission in Aiding the Security Operation During the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting”.  
[See paper 4526.] 
Mr J.N. HYDE: Last year, as Perth was preparing to host the 2011 Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting, the government sought to enhance the powers of WA Police to aid the security operation during 
CHOGM with the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Special Powers) Act 2011. A crucial and 
somewhat controversial aspect of this act was that it permitted, on application by the WA Commissioner of 
Police, the Corruption and Crime Commission to assist with the security operation. The act received assent on 
11 July 2011 and at around that time the committee resolved to conduct an inquiry in the aftermath of the 
meeting into the involvement by the CCC in aiding the CHOGM security operation, so as to inform Parliament 
and the people of Western Australia of what, if any, role was played by the CCC in that operation.  
After CHOGM concluded it was apparent that the security operation planned and executed by WA Police had 
been successful. The role played by the CCC, however, remained unknown. Accordingly, the committee 
convened separate hearings with the acting commissioner and executive team of the CCC and with the deputy 
and assistant commissioner of WA Police to inquire into the role played by the CCC in the CHOGM security 
operation. In order for the public of Western Australia to maintain confidence in the CCC with its very 
significant suite of powers, the committee has a very strong role to play in ensuring that there is as much 
transparency as possible with the operation of the CCC. This is a very important role of this committee. The 
committee was informed that during CHOGM the Commissioner of Police had made one application to the CCC 
for assistance, that this application had been granted, and that a CCC surveillance team had successfully 
provided assistance as required. It was also explained to the committee that this application could not have been 
made if not for the specific provisions of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Special Powers) 
Act 2011. In light of the success of the CHOGM security operation, the committee acknowledges the thorough 
planning and execution by WA Police, the CCC and the government of the largest security operation ever carried 
out in Western Australia.  
With this report that we are tabling today, I draw attention to comments made by Deputy Commissioner Chris 
Dawson during one of our hearings. I, as deputy chairman of the committee, asked Mr Dawson whether the 
powers that were bestowed during the CHOGM period under the CHOGM act might be useful for WA Police in 
its day-to-day operations. The purpose of my question was to see whether, now that WA Police had had a taste 
of these powers, it intended to replicate them continually. Mr Dawson replied — 

I think there is an opportunity, Mr Hyde, in terms of the extraordinary powers that had to be exercised. 
In my words, it was an extraordinary event that required extraordinary powers. I would not advance it 
so far as to say we need them 24 hours a day, seven days a week for ordinary policing operations. 

It is very important that we have had a response from the police that, having tasted these extraordinary powers, 
they believe they already have sufficient powers, as argued during debate on the bill, and that the special powers 
of the CHOGM act do not have to be used continually in WA.  
 


